
When Taoka Reiun emerged as a l i terary cr it ic  in 1895,  what struck him about what
was going on in the world around him and what did he think writers should be
focusing upon?
Reiun often thought of  himself  as a "straggler ,"  a  "maverick,"  or  a "contrar ian,"
someone insistent on going against  the grain and going his  own way.  Why do you
think he was so drawn to this  sort  of  stance? 
Taoka was fascinated with how European thinkers were taking a deep dive into
Eastern thought.  Why do al l  these European writers matter to him? 
Why do you think Schopenhauer 's  writ ings held so much appeal  for  Reiun? 
In his  later  years ,  he would openly embrace a hibunmei-ron  or  an "Anti-Civi l izat ion
(Modern)"  stance.  Why was he drawn to that posit ion and what ideas did he want to
see explored? 
On pp.  159-160,  Reiun talks more about his  “socia l ism”? How would you descr ibe his
bel iefs? How was he inf luenced by Edward Carpenter?
As his  health decl ined,  Taoka outl ined four projects he would l ike to undertake i f  t ime
permitted.  What kinds of  projects were they and what do they tel l  us about him?
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“This study vividly brings to l ife an overlooked contrarian whose writings tell
us that Japan’s modernization process was much more complex and
controversial than the standard ‘Meiji  progress narrative’ would have us
believe. Taoka Reiun comes through in this exhaustively researched study as a
powerful critic who thought capitalist materialism had robbed Japan of its soul
—a much-censored opponent of slavish Westernization who insisted that
modernity should spring from the creation of autonomous individuals (women
as well as men). Loftus’s analysis is  incisive; his attention to Reiun’s
tumultuous personal l ife brings a special energy to the work."  
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