
How has the role of  the Japanese Emperor changed over t ime? 
What are some of the effects of  the LDP’s electoral  dominance? 
Why is  Art ic le 9 of  Japan’s  const itut ion a controversia l  topic and what are
some chal lenges to const itut ional  revis ion? 
Descr ibe var ious bureaucracies ’  powers and their  l imitat ions in pol icymaking
in Japan.  
What are the pros and cons of a par l iamentary democracy ( l ike Japan)
compared to a presidentia l  democracy ( l ike the United States)?  
What roles does c iv i l  society play in pol i t ics  in Japan? 
How strong is  c iv i l  society in Japan compared to other places? 
What are some of Japan’s  most s ignif icant foreign pol icy chal lenges and
options?
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“Written in a style that is readily accessible to non-specialists, Japanese
Government and Politics is a wonderful resource for secondary teachers who
want a basic, broad overview for use in social studies classes. Chapters can
easily be incorporated into and enhance lessons ranging from medieval Japan to
WWII to current global events. Material on the role of the emperor throughout
history, the court system, elections, political parties, ministries which oversee
international matters, civic participation and more make this a must-have
volume on your bookshelf."   

— ANNE PRESCOTT, Amherst University
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“McKee’s fascinating book provides a comprehensive and detailed, yet
eminently readable, account of Japanese democracy. Placing Japan in
comparative context, it will  be an invaluable resource for students and
teachers."   

— CHARLES T. MCCLEAN, Yale University
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