
Why does the author envis ion
Indonesia as a "col lage"? Discuss
Indonesia 's  geographic ,  cultural ,  and
rel ig ious continuit ies and
discontinuit ies .
How did certain South Asian rel ig ious
and cultural  pract ices ar ise in
Indonesia? Offer examples of  Indic
ideas or pract ices adopted by ear ly
Indonesian states.
How did Is lam arr ive in Indonesia?
Why did Ear ly Modern Indonesians
f ind it  attract ive? How did Is lam
change local  l i festyles?
Why were Europeans and Chinese
histor ical ly  drawn to Indonesia? 
What was l i fe l ike in the VOC
(Netherlands East  India Company)
headquarters town of Batavia? For a
Dutch male? Local  female? Chinese
Is lander? 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED:

6.  How did the WWII Japanese Occupation impact the Indonesian independence
movement? 
7.  What strategies did Indonesia 's  leaders use to bui ld a sense of shared nat ional
identity amongst i ts  l inguist ical ly  and cultural ly  diverse communit ies?
8.  Discuss current-day chal lenges in Indonesia.  
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